JUST FOR KIDS \

Bug Patrol

Ever walked into a spiderweb? It's really hard to get that sfticlg :llt

off your hands It's even harder for bugs to g:t unfstuc(l)(ur;;)nd r:e
. i g d thing fory 5

after they fly in. And that’s a goo iy

dews::Because if spiders didn’t build their webs, then mosquitoes

. here!
i ther bugs would be everywner o
ﬂleé)’:: Sp(i)der can eat up to 2,000 insects in a year. Some sc1e|:tt||'s:\st
say that if there were no spiders, bugs would eat all the crop

farmers grow.

soif you find a spi
Gently cover it withap
slide a piece of paper underneat
outside so it can eat more bugs!
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der in your house, don't kill it.
lastic container or a jar and
h.Then setit free

How to Build a Web

Most spiders spin their webs at night, so
it’s hard to watch them at work. But take a
look outside some morning: you should be
able to find at least one spider web.
. The spider uses one of its legs to pull a long
plgce of silk from a part of its body called a
spinneret.The silk floats on the wind and gets stuck
to a branch or a piece of outdoor furniture ora railing
(Some spiders can even spin a web across a river!) '
After one end of the silk is attached, the spider attaches
the other end. Then it has a “bridge” to climb on
The spider then makes the “spokes” :

- of the web. Th 1
look like the spokes of a bicycle wheel. = = Best Spld

. . X : in Octo-
:I'hen tl.1e spider works in circles to connect the spokes Charlotte’s Wweb, first publlshed ";(5 ol
In a spiral pattern with sticky silk. ber of 1952,isone of the best boo

; . 2 : r.The
Splders. can make different kinds of silk, depending Ll a Gﬁ It's also the best spld.er book ae‘::rm -
on the job the silk will do. Some spiders can make e a e lived on

thor, E.B. White, . .
seven different kinds! " e saw a spider making

er Book Ever

Maine.One day, h
an egg sa<, and t ;
the idea to write this wo

hat's what gave him

Want to see a spider at work building a web? nderful book.

i . Check out 1 ¥ .
this video at tinyurl.com/BannerWeb. ‘-
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Scientists have identified 35,000 dif-
ferent kinds of spiders in the world, but
there are probably many more that we
haven't discovered yet.

Spiders have been around for a long time.
There are even spider fossils!

Most spiders live about twWo years, but
some live Ionger. PHOTO BY PAUL A. SELDEN

Spiders live on every continent except
Antarctica.

Up Close and Personal

Wherever you are, there’s usually a spider It's hard to see a spider’s face up close. But when

within 10 feet (3 metres) of you. someone takes a picture with a special magni-
fying camera lens, the results are amazing.

When a spider walks, only four ofits legs Some spiders look like furry animals or crea-

touch the ground at a time. tures from a Star Wars movie. Pretty cool!

Make this spidery snack next timeyouy
get the munchies.

What you need:

. Abanana

« A butter knife

. Small straight pretzels
« A toothpick

- Raisins

What you do:

. Peel a banana and cut off the ends.

. Cutthe banana into one-inch pieces.

. Stick four straight pretzels into each
cut side for legs.

. Use a toothpick to make holes in the ,.
banana where the eyes will go. Put ~
raisins in the holes.

Spidey Senses

than web-building spiders.

Hearing: sp;

* Spiders can’t hear b

Sme . oar because they don’

o ll.and Taste: spiders don’t have no); Rt
ste things. Byt special hairs es, and

is the resource
tells them if somethin

coordinator for Faith Formation

i Ministries and a member of Sherman
{ Street CRCin Grand Rapids, Mich.
Spiders give her the willies!
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